
VILLAGE FORUM MEETING 8TH AUGUST 2018 

A Village Forum Meeting was held on 8th August 2018, attended by members of the community 
and representatives from the following organisations. 

Parish Council 
Community Shop 
Gardening Club 
St Calixtus Church 
West Down Green Field Association 
West Down Parish Hall Management Committee 
West Down Women’s Institute 
West Down Productions 

The organisations noted that volunteers are needed in a variety of capacities to enable our 
village to continue to provide the services that make it such a vibrant community. It is not 
always necessary to make long-term commitments; help with specific tasks is always welcome. 

They reported as follows:- 

Parish Council – Air Ambulance It was hoped that the planning application for the landing 
light mast for the air ambulance would soon be approved. Raising the necessary funds has gone 
well, with grants from County Councillor Andrea Davies and District Councillor Malcolm 
Wilkinson as well as an excellent effort by West Down Women’s Institute who raised £600 with 
a cream tea and a donation of £100 from Pat Williams. This leaves £239.41 outstanding. Andy 
Lyons has kindly agreed to provide the electricity supply and will be reimbursed by the Parish 
Council for any electricity used. A meeting will be set up with the contractors; Devon Air 
Ambulance; West Down Green Field Association and the Parish Council to sign the relevant 
agreement. The grant from Devon Air Ambulance will be paid up front to the Parish Council. 
Village Clean up Councillor Richard Watts and Councillor Sue Ayre have worked on this and 
will be posting pictures of their efforts. Other Councillors are working when weather permits. 
Defibrillator This has been checked and the batteries and pads need replacing and a meeting 
will be convened to discuss this. Volunteers - An additional Parish Councillor is needed. It is 
hoped that everyone will do their bit to maintain the village by clearing up litter and removing 
debris etc., that could clog drains. 

Community Shop – Manager Sam, the volunteers and Vanessa, the weekend worker, are 
doing a great job, making the shop a welcoming and friendly place with a good stock. The last 
month was above forecast, thanks to the good weather and tourists. Good feedback is obtained 
from the caravan sites who record visitor comments. Both of the local camping and caravan sites 
recommend the shop and these are a useful source of revenue. Volunteers are always needed, 
not only to serve in the shop (which is a great way to meet people and make friends) but also to 
help with lots of routine and one off tasks. Training and support is given where needed. The 
roles of Secretary and Treasurer on the Committee need to be filled as the present incumbents 
are anxious to retire. 

Gardening Club – is doing very well with 78 members, some of whom have come from 
Braunton. They had a successful holiday in Wales and next year the holiday will be in the East 
Midlands. The screen and projector are very useful and it is hoped that the sound system can be 
updated. It was noted that the West Down planter and sign at Dean Cross is not in good order 
and ornamental stones are being sourced. The club has an excellent reputation, but there are 
concerns about the future owing to the resignation of two, key, committee members. 
Volunteers – More committee members are required, particular help is needed in organising 
and planning the programmes and sourcing raffle prizes and refreshments. 

West Down Green Field Association – It was announced that this Association has agreed 
to make up the shortfall in the funding for the Air Ambulance, and this generous offer was 



warmly received. A new Treasurer has been welcomed and praise was given for the way in which 
the field is maintained by the grass-cutters. The Village Fayre was a success, in spite of the 
cancellation of the Dog Show due to the heat. In the immediate future the Association is just 
raising funds for maintenance of the existing facilities, but ideas for improvement have been 
sought from the community. It was generally felt that the field was a very valuable and well used 
community resource. Volunteers are needed to help with the organisation of the Fayre and 
someone with a strimmer would be extremely useful to put in a few hours work now and then. 
The grass cutters need someone to help them, even if on an ad hoc basis. 

Parish Hall - Bookings have been good, with new customers such as a bridge club using the 
facilities, this means that the hall is self- sufficient. Fund raising has gone well with the 
committee working on improving the inside of the hall. The stage is to be retained after 
consultation with the community and as a result of the feedback it has been decided to upgrade 
it. The door to the store room has been enlarged to allow easier access. The apron at the front of 
the stage has been strengthened and improved. A new lighting system is currently being 
installed and the controls rationalised. Future plans include the redecoration of the hall, 
followed by the installation of new toilets. Wi-Fi is available free for customers of the Hall. 
Volunteers – More Committee members are needed and anyone is welcome to attend 
meetings. Personal expertise is always welcome, and thanks were expressed to Tony George, for 
his work on the lighting, John Alexander for his help with drawing plans and Sue Bond and 
Mark O’Halloran for the excellent Big Breakfast. 

Future events are:- 

6th October Quiz Night 
10th November Ferret Race 
26th January Quiz Night 

West Down Women’s Institute- The Institute will be 70 years old this year and a 
celebration is planned for December. It has 31 members, many of whom come from outside the 
village, meaning that it is not always easy to raise funds for West Down causes. The meetings are 
now in the afternoons, on the second Thursday of every month at 2pm. Visitors are welcome. 
They were gratified by the support for the cream tea and were happy to share bunting etc., with 
other causes. Once again, poppies crafted by members will be laid on the memorials to those 
who served in the first and second World Wars, by the children from West Down School. This 
event was initiated in 2014 to mark the centenary of the beginning of the First World War. 

St Calixtus Church – There is now a Vicar, the Reverend Steve Painting, who is moving into 
the vicarage at Heanton with his wife Clare. This news was welcomed together with the fact that 
he attended the recent Village Fayre and West Down School, and is interested in becoming part 
of the community. Falling numbers of the congregation are a concern and it was hoped that the 
congregations from the churches in the area will join the services in all the churches. The 
Church is grateful for the support shown by the community at the recent Gift Aid event and 
work can now start on the repairs to the roof. There are two weddings coming up and Martin 
Hodsman and Andy Lyons were praised for their excellent maintenance of the churchyard. The 
meeting was asked about Christmas celebrations and it was noted that the star on the church 
roof had been an excellent feature last year and it was hoped that a traditional carol service 
could be held prior to Christmas. Volunteers - Bellringers and an organist are needed and the 
current Treasurer is hoping to relinquish the post. Flower arrangers are also needed, the usual 
Flower Festival has had to be abandoned, due to lack of support. Times of services are listed on 
the village website, future events are:- 

Harvest Supper 16th September in the Parish Hall 

West Down Productions - Revue – A Variety Show is under production, with performances 
on   Friday 31st August and Saturday 1st September. All welcome, tickets will be on sale in 
the Community Shop. Volunteers – always welcomed! 



Mobile Library – It was noted that this service will be withdrawn if it is not supported. Details 
of its timetable can be found on the West Down website. 

Outreach Post Office – This service has had technical problems. Bickington Outreach has 
experienced difficulties with the Post Office and it is hoped that these will be overcome. Again, 
this service will be withdrawn if there is not sufficient support. 

West Down Website www.westdown.org.uk. This supports all local organisations and is 
happy to publish minutes of meetings, news and forthcoming events. 

 

http://www.westdown.org.uk/

