
MINUTES OF THE WEST DOWN PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
HELD AT WEST DOWN PARISH HALL ON 4th MARCH 2015
Present:  Cllr J Oades (Chairman), CCllr A Davis, DCllr P Barker, Cllrs R Drew, C King, P Knowles, K Oades, S Squire and J Willmott.

The Chairman opened the meeting at 7.30 pm 
with apologies being received from  DCllr M Wilkinson and PCSO P Grantham.
3263.  Police Report.  PCSO P Grantham sent a written report on the following:


a.   There have been no crimes to report during the last month.
3264.  Minutes of the Last Meeting.  The Minutes of the meeting held on 4th February were approved and signed.

3265.  Matters Arising.

a.   3253b.  CCllr Davis confirmed that she would be willing to support the verbal quote of about £350 for the staggered gate from her CCllr grant allocation.
b.  3253c.  There have been no further details for Planning application 58162, a Hydrogen facility at Fullabrook.

c.  3253d.   The WW1 plaques have now been taken down and will be made available in the next couple of weeks.

d.   3253e.  Confirmation of some of the TAP fund has been given however, the majority of the money, for the information board, has been refused.  CCllr Davis and DCllr Barker agreed to investigate.

e.   3253f.  The drain by the old Longhouse has not yet been cleared.
f.   3262a. Clerk to see if a new website can be funded by the Parish Council.

g.  3262b.   Cllr Drew was concerned that the hedgebank round the corner from the seat area along Stang Lane looks unstable and may collapse soon.  Clerk to bring this to the attention of the landowner.
h.  3262c.  The continual flow of water crossing the road from McCawbers Rest has now been sorted out.  

i.   3262d.   The drain by the school still needs unblocking.
3266.   CCllr Report.  CCllr A Davis reported on the following:
a.   Public transport review – proposals to reduce services will start to come into effect during the second half of 2015.

b.   Following a request for bus shelters at Trimstone Cross, the answer is no.

c.   Environmental Health have been informed about a complaint of noise and mud on the road at Cheglinch.

d.   The Muddiford road has now reopened.
e.   Cllr Knowles reported that part of the side of the road surface of Trimstone Lane has given way.

3267.   DCllr Report.  DCllr Barker reported on the following:

a.   She will have a  look at the problem of litter around Mullacott Industrial Estate.

b.   A lot of money has been spent refurbishing the Leisure Centre in Barnstaple but the Council are still not happy with the quality of some of the repairs and so it may have to close for further repairs.

c.  There are no plans for NDC to increase their Council Tax demands this year.

d.  She advocated proceeding with a Neighbourhood Plan for which government funding is available.  

e.   The re-cycling lorry may refuse to take cardboard unless it is in the brown bag supplied.

f.   There were concerns by Parish Councillors about the Fullabrook Wind Turbine noise monitoring after attending a meeting about the subject recently.  Cllr King has been studying the effects of increased lightning strikes since the turbines were erected.
3268.   Footpaths.   

a.  The clerk has submitted the Annual Survey forms and grant application.

3269.   Planning Decisions.  The following decisions have been made by NDC:

a.   58712 - Prior approval application for change of use building to a dwelling house (use class C3) and associated operational development (MBa) - High View Farm, West Down. –

Refused.

b.   58186 -  Erection of 10 light industrial units – Land at Mullacott Industrial Estate. – Approved.  
c.   58804 – Approval of details in respect of discharge of condition 8 (MOD & NATS confirmation details) attached to planning permission 56450 – Land East of Mullacott Industrial Estate. -  Approved.

3270.   Planning Applications. – nil
3271.   Correspondence. 

a.   WDPHMC – Notification of Open Halls Month event to be held on Wednesday 8th April at the Parish Hall between 9.30 – 12.30 pm.
b.   NDC – Details of a housing meeting on 6th March.

c.   DCC – Road closure from Turnpike Cross to Willingcott Cross on 17th March.
3272.  Finance.


a.   Bank Statements

      (1)   West Down Parish Council   wef 2nd March   
£3282.28. – reconciled.
 
      (2)   30 Day Notice Account         wef 2nd March  
£5638.94.  

b.   Petty Cash expenditure since last meeting - £nil.
c.   Cheques. nil
3273.   Any Other Business. 
a. The wooden fencing in the car park has been damaged again.  North Devon Council’s suggestion that instead of repairing it again, it should be removed, was agreed.
b.  The hedge at Churchhill junction needs trimming.  Chair to speak to the landowner.

There being no further business, the Chair closed the meeting at 9.05pm.

