
MINUTES OF THE WEST DOWN PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
HELD AT WEST DOWN PARISH HALL ON 7th JANUARY 2015
Present:  Cllr J Oades (Chairman), CCllr A Davis, DCllr P Barker, DCllr M Wilkinson, 
PCSO D Kingdon, Cllrs R Drew, C King, P Knowles, K Oades and S Squire.
The Chairman opened the meeting at 7.30 pm. 
3237.  Public Speaking.  Mr J Hookway spoke on 2 subjects:

a.   With reference to a map board of West Down (ser. 3236b refers), Mr Hookway stressed the importance of the map reflecting an up-to-date definitive map as footpaths and bridleways have changed over the years. 

The Chair replied that the map will be checked before it is displayed.
b.   There was no mark of respect given as his time as a Parish Councillor following the death of Mr Ivor Harding.  

The Chair apologised for this omission but was unaware that Mr Harding had been a Councillor in the past.  
3238.  Police Report.  PCSO D Kingdon reported on the following:


a.   There have been no crimes to report during the last month.

b.   This will be the last meeting for PCSO Kingdon as he is to be replaced for this area by 
PCSO Paul Grantham.
c.   Correspondence has been received complaining about a clay pigeon shoot at Buttercombe Meadow on 30th December.  PCSO Kingdon did not know the rules and regulations regarding clay pigeon shooting but will investigate.

3239.  Minutes of the Last Meeting.  The Minutes of the meeting held on 3rd December were approved and signed.

3240.  Matters Arising.

a.  3228b.   Mr Williamson hopes to start work on the stone sign very soon.
b.   3228c.  CCllr Davis stressed there was no cash available from P3 for a staggered gate and suggested asking Mr G Hookway for a quote to do it on the basis that the work would be paid for out of the Parish Council’s funds.

c.  3228e.  There have been no further details for Planning application 58162, a Hydrogen facility at Fullabrook.

d.   3228g.  The Chair attended a meeting organized by NDC where they outlined the plans Devon Wind Power have put in place to resolve the problems detailed in the acoustic report for the Fullabrook wind turbines.  Further tests will take place in February and another report published in September 2015.

e.   3228j.   The WW1 plaques are still on display in Ilfracombe however they are starting to deteriorate in the weather.
f.   3234a.  A letter has been sent to Mrs Pool about the traffic management issues for the solar farm planning application 58320.  The Chair has received information to the effect that the existing application is to be modified, reducing the number of solar panels.

g.   3236a.  The Chair has priced up signs for the car park, the community field and the map board which is close to that allowed by the TAP fund.  However, Brendon Parish Council are wanting a different type of sign than made by SW Highways and that might become an issue.  CCllr Davis will try to resolve this problem.

3241.   CCllr Report.  CCllr A Davis reported on the following:

a.   She was disappointed with the amount of consultee responses to the Highways 
consultation document.

b.   Potholes on the A361 by Hidden Valley have now been filled in.

c.   The drain by the old Longhouse is overflowing again.

d.   A request for bus shelters at Trimstone Cross has been made directly to DCC.  CCllr Davis confirmed that as there is no money to fund it, the request will be refused.  She also pointed out that even if bus shelters were built, there would be the ongoing cost of maintenance, cleaning, insurance etc. which would have to be borne from the West Down Parish Council budget.

3242.   DCllr Report.  
DCllr P Barker reported on the following:

a.   The NDC IT Department has now moved from the Civic Centre.

b.   The Air Quality Action Plan for Braunton has now been published and studies will continue for a further 6 years.

c.   There are plans to extend the museum in Barnstaple as it is becoming out of date.

d.   It has been decided that there will be no Hackney Carriage tariff increase this year.

DCllr M Wilkinson reported on the following:

a.   The budget will be set next week and it is hoped there will be no increase in Council Tax, however, there will be a need to make more cutbacks.
b.   A SHLAA meeting was held on 17th December where the Roborough application was accepted but the Foxhunters Inn car park was refused on grounds of potential flooding.

3243.   Footpaths.   

a.  Councillors were reminded to walk and inspect their respective FPs in order to report findings by the February meeting to enable the annual P3 survey forms to be submitted by 2nd March.

3244.   Planning Decisions.  The following application has been approved by NDC:

a.   57987 – Conversion of redundant farm building to 3 dwellings including demolition of outbuilding and erection of new dwelling – Churchill House.
3245.   Planning Applications.

a.    58477 – Erection of a self storage facility at Edd’s Greengrocers Ltd – Unit 6, Mullacott Industrial Estate. – Unanimous approval.

b.   58186 -  Erection of 10 light industrial units – Land at Mullacott Industrial Estate. – Unanimous approval.  Recommended that PV solar panels should be fitted to the roofs.

3246.   Correspondence. 

a.   DCC – Devon Countryside Access Forum.

b.   Clerks and Councils Direct –  January edition

c.   Healthwatch Voices – Winter edition.

 3247.  Finance.


a.   Bank Statements

      (1)   West Down Parish Council   wef 31st December   
£4099.28 – reconciled.
 
      (2)   30 Day Notice Account         wef 31st December   
£5638.46.  

b.   Petty Cash expenditure since last meeting - £nil.

c.   Cheques. – nil
d.   Precept/Parish Grant 2015/16.   NDC confirmed Precept at £6500 and Parish Grant of £670.00 and the Council Tax Support Grant of £286.90.

3248.   Any Other Business. 
a.   Following a recent accident on sheet ice on the A361 by Mullacott Cross, Cllr Knowles was concerned about the water crossing the A361 by Lower Twitchen Farm.  Clerk to report the problem to CCllr Davis.

b.   Cllr Squire complained of dog fouling along the alleyway by Myrtle Cottage and requested a sign.  The Chair has a sign and would try to put it up somewhere.

There being no further business, the Chair closed the meeting at 8.40pm.

