
MINUTES OF THE WEST DOWN PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
HELD AT WEST DOWN PARISH HALL ON 4th FEBRUARY 2015
Present:  Cllr J Oades (Chairman), PCSO P Grantham, Cllrs R Drew, C King, K Oades and 
S Squire.
The Chairman opened the meeting at 7.30 pm 
with apologies being received from  CCllr A Davis, DCllr P Barker, DCllr M Wilkinson and Cllr P Knowles.
3249.  Public Speaking.  Mr D Ayre spoke on the following:

a.  He referred to his previous public speaking at the November 2013 meeting with regard to financial contributions from developers. With different village groups seeking funding, he suggested that the Parish Council should bear in mind offers of financial contributions when considering planning applications.

The Chair replied that planning applications would be considered on their merits and that any financial contribution from a developer was not a valid planning reason to either approve or refuse an application.

3250.  Police Report.  PCSO P Grantham reported on the following:


a.   There have been no crimes to report during the last month.
b.   He has done some research concerning the complaint about the clay pigeon shoot and it would seem there was nothing unlawful about this event.  It would be courtesy if the shoot organisers had notified local residents about the event beforehand but they do not have to.  No permission is required unless there are more than 28 shoots in the year.  

3251.  Co-Option
a.   The Chair read out a letter from Mr James Willmott to apply for Co-Option.  With unanimous approval he was accepted for Co-Option and took his place as a Parish Councillor at the meeting table.

b.   Cllr Willmott was then given forms for Acceptance of Office and Code of Conduct Register of Interests for completion.
3252.  Minutes of the Last Meeting.  The Minutes of the meeting held on 7th January were approved and signed.

3253.  Matters Arising.

a.  3240a.   Mr Williamson has made a start on the stone sign but has been delayed due to the wet ground.
b.   3240b.  Mr Hookway gave an initial verbal quote of about £350 for the staggered gate.  Clerk to ask CCllr Davis if she would be willing to support this from her CCllr grant allocation before confirming with Mr Hookway.

c.  3240c.  There have been no further details for Planning application 58162, a Hydrogen facility at Fullabrook.

d.  3240e.   The WW1 plaques are still on display in Ilfracombe however they should be made available in the next couple of weeks.

e.   3240g.  The Chair has been able to get a discount on the prices of signs allowing the TAP fund process to go ahead.  Brendon PC will take the lead role and apply for the TAP fund grant.

f.   3241c.  The drain by the old Longhouse is overflowing again.
g.   3248a.  The problem of water crossing the A361 by Lower Twitchen Farm has now been resolved

h.   The Chair will try and put up a dog fouling sign by the alleyway by Myrtle Cottage.

3254.   CCllr Report.  CCllr A Davis sent a written report on the following:
a.   Public transport review – proposals to reduce services will start to come into effect during the second half of 2015.

b.   Essential repairs on A361 from Barnstaple through Braunton will be taking place over the next two months.

3255.   DCllr Report.  Nil report.
3256.   Footpaths.   

a.  Arrangements to be made for the Clerk and P3 Co-ordinators to complete the Annual Survey forms and grant application to be submitted by 2nd March.
3257.   Ilfracombe Lantern Centre.  Following a request from Ilfracombe Town Council, it was 
 
 unanimously agreed that West Down Parish Council support their TAP fund application 
for 
 creating a Training/Internet Café within the Lantern Centre.

3258.   Planning Decisions.  The following application has been approved by NDC:

a.    58477 – Erection of a self storage facility at Edd’s Greengrocers Ltd – Unit 6, Mullacott Industrial Estate.
3259.   Planning Applications.

a.   58712 - Prior approval application for change of use building to a dwelling house (use class C3) and associated operational development (MBa) - High View Farm, West Down. –

Unanimous ‘No Comment’.

b.  58320 - Erection of ground mounted solar photovoltaic arrays (70 rows 3mw) including substations & associated works (amended plans & additional amended information ) - West Hill Farm.  Unanimous ‘No Comment’.  The Parish Council are happy that the visual impact on the land has been reduced.  We are still unhappy with the prospective loss of good quality grade 3A agricultural land.  Consequently we wish to leave the decision to the Planning Department.
c.  58724/58725 – Listed Building – Variation of condition 2 (amended plans) attached to listed building application 55989/55990 to allow amended design – The Old Vicarage.  Unanimous approval.

3260.   Correspondence. 

a.   CAB – Request for donation.

b.   NDC – Details of forthcoming elections.

3261.  Finance.


a.   Bank Statements

      (1)   West Down Parish Council   wef 31st January   
£4073.28 – reconciled.
 
      (2)   30 Day Notice Account         wef 31st January  
£5638.70.  

b.   Petty Cash expenditure since last meeting - £nil.

c.   Cheques. 
     a.   C/n 482 to Mr D Lewis for clerk’s salary

-
£765.00
3262.   Any Other Business. 
a.   Cllr King commented that the Village website needed updating and that Mr Andy Odell had volunteered to help.  The Chair replied that she has had difficulties with the software recently and that the time volunteering at the Community Shop has meant that she has not had time to update the website.  She hoped that she would be able to update the site soon.
b.   Cllr Drew was concerned that the hedgebank by the seat area along Stang Lane looks unstable and may collapse soon.  Clerk to bring this to the attention of the landowner.
c.   There seems to be a continual flow of water crossing the road from McCawbers Rest.  

d.   The drain by the school needs unblocking.

There being no further business, the Chair closed the meeting at 9.05pm.

