
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF WEST DOWN PARISH COUNCIL 

HELD AT WEST DOWN PARISH HALL ON 4th NOVEMBER 2015

Present:  Cllr J Oades (Chairman), CCllr A Davis, DCllr M Wilkinson, Cllrs S Ayre, R Drew, C King, K Oades, and J Willmott. 

The Chairman opened the meeting at 7.30pm with apologies from DCllr P Barker, PCSO
P Grantham, Cllrs P Knowles and S Squire. 
3372.   Police Report.  PCSO P Grantham sent a written report on the following:

a.   There have been no issues to report since the last meeting.

3373.
Presentation by Kevin Patterson – Local Risk Manager, Devon and Somerset Fire and 
Rescue.  Mr Patterson introduced himself and outlined his role concerning fire and rescue, 
seeking advice and information on those more vulnerable members of the community.  He 
distributed posters and contact details.
3374.  Minutes of the Last Meeting.  After a small amendment, the Minutes of the meeting held on 
7th October  were approved and signed.
3375.  Matters Arising. 
a.   3354.   There have been no further developments on the Berrynarbor initiative.  CCllr Davis to discuss with Berrynarbor Parish Council.

b.   3360c.   A further two letters of complaint from S Ridler of Parkway and from J & H Blackman of The Old School House, about inconsiderate parking during the ‘school run’ were read out.
(1)   Cllr King explained that the school have been very proactive in doing all they can to alleviate this problem and are just as upset about the inconsiderate drivers who cause the problems.  She will ask the Headteacher to consider displaying the ‘Think’ signs to see if that makes any difference.

c.   3360e.   CCllr Davis has not yet been able to obtain paint for road markings.
d.   3361.   £30,000 has now been received into the Parish Council bank account.

e.   3363.   Four tenders have been received for felling the dead tree.  It was unanimously agreed that Arbmark Tree Care provided the best quote and should be given the job.
f.   3365b.   A letter from the Chair of the WDPHMC was read out to say that the Parish Hall application for Big Lottery funding to enlarge and improve the Parish Hall has been unsuccessful, therefore, the request for £1000 would not now be needed.  He also requested representation from the Parish Council to attend their AGM on 18th November.

g.    3366.   Cllr Ayre is still ‘moving forward’ with the ‘Self Help’ project. Agenda for the next meeting.

3376.   CCllrs Report.   CCllr Davis reported on the following:

a   Trimstone Cross Bus Shelters.
(1)   Following further correspondence from Mr P Milton requesting bus shelters at Trimstone Cross, CCllr Davis was adamant that under the current financial climate, no funding from DCC would be available for such a project.  Regardless of the assurance that Mr Milton would be funding most of the project, the upkeep, maintenance and insurance would inevitably, eventually fall to the Parish Council.  

(2)   It was suggested that the eventual upkeep costs may not be too prohibitive and if Mr Milton would be funding most of the project it may be worth not rejecting the idea out of hand.  As it is all a bit vague at the moment, the clerk is to ask Mr Milton for more details of his plan and to agenda it on for the next meeting.

b.   Dean Cross Picnic Site.  The picnic site has been declared surplus to the requirements of DCC and up for sale.

3377.   DCllrs Report.  DCllr Wilkinson reported on the following:

a,   Local Planning Consultation – Parts of the plan have had to be redone as the Government have ‘moved the goal posts’.  Cllrs Knowles and King have made some comments and the Chair requested other councillors to comment so that a Parish Council response can be approved at the next meeting.  
b.   He is concerned at the proposed devolution of business rates to local authorities.

c.   He is concerned about the proposed Police cuts.

d.  Temporary Entertainment Notices will be increased from 10 to 15 a year.

e.   Football Association grants are currently available for supporting sporting projects.

3378.   Footpaths.   
a.   Grass Cutting and Bus Shelter Cleaning 2016.  The requirements were discussed and

approved. Clerk to invite tenders as follows, with replies to be received prior to the next

meeting:
Pulland Bridge



) Strictly monthly — March to

Coronation Tree



) November (incl)— 1st week of 








) month. Grass cutting (9 cuts)

Garden Lane




) Strictly monthly — March to

Back of seat — Stang Lane

) November (incl)— 1st week of    
Foxhunters seat



) month. Grass cutting (9 cuts)

Heddon Mills Lane



) Strim 3 times.) First cut by







)

     30th April, final cut

Pembroke




) Strim 2 times. ) by 31st October.

Austinhays to Rock Hill


) Strim 4 times and check







) side growth. First cut by 30th







) April, final cut by 31st October.

Stockland Hill Farm



) Strim 4 times. First cut by 30th

) April, final cut by 31st October.

) 2 kissing gates at start

) of path near the farm and also

) near the seat halfway along the

) path. Strim path between 2

) gates by stockade.

Fairview to Cheglinch


) Strim path by stiles 3 times a year.

) First cut in early May, second cut

) in mid-Aug, last by end Oct. —3 stiles.

Roborough Bridge



) Strim path 3 times a year. First

) cut in early May, second cut

) in mid-Aug, last by end Oct. — 3 stiles.

Footpath 6 (Off llfracombe Hill)

) Village end of path — strim

) 3 times and check side growth.

) 1st cut by 30th April, second cut

) by 30th June and third cut by

) 30th September. — 3 stiles.

Cleaning four bus shelters, two at           )

Foxhunters and two at Dean Cross         ) Every 2 weeks.
b.  There will be a  ‘P3 Drop-In Session’ at Weare Giffard Village Hall on 8th December.
c.   The Annual P3 survey is to be completed and returned by mid-February 2016.

d.  Footpath Responsibilities.  Councillors will ‘adopt’ the following footpaths:


Cllr Ayre – FP 13, 14, 14a.


Cllr Drew – FP 3.


Cllr King – FP 15.

Cllr Knowles – FP 5.

Cllr J Oades – FP 6, 9, 10, 11, 20.

Cllr K Oades – FP 16.


Cllr S Squire – FP 12.


Cllr J Willmott – FP 17.

3379.   Code of Conduct - Dispensation
a.   Councillors Dispensation – The Parish Councillors requested a blanket dispensation to enable them to discuss and vote on matters concerning the distribution of  money from the West Hill Farm Solar Park.  The Clerk granted this dispensation.

3380.   Solar Park Working Party.  
a.   A working party of Cllrs Willmott, Squire and Ayre along with 2 other members of the public to be set up to decide on the distribution of the money to local organisations.

b.   A notice is to be displayed advertising for 2 volunteers who should not be involved with any organisations within the parish.  Written applications with expressions of interest are to be sent to the clerk.

3381.   Planning Decisions.  The following decisions have been made:
a.   DCC Application - Proposed extension to the Tarka Trail in 2 phases from Spreacombe Bridge to Knowle.  Approved.
b.   58999 - 
Demolition of building with flat & erection of ten dwellings, conversion of public house to form four dwellings and extension & alterations to bungalow - Foxhunters Inn. Refused.
c.   59736 - 
Alterations to existing garage to form games room & balcony -  Peards Garden. Approved.
d.   59820  -  Extension to Dwelling – Well Close.  Approved.

e.   59748 - Development of children's play area - West Down Community Field. Approved.
3382.   Planning Applications.

a.   60123 - Prior approval for change of use of agricultural building to dwelling - High View 
Farm.  Unanimous approval.


b.   60194 – Prior approval for a change of use from storage or distribution buildings (class 
B8) and any land within its curtilage to dwelling houses (class C3) – The Old Railway Yard, 
Willingcott.  Unanimous Refusal.  Reason:  Outside the settlement boundary.

c.   60171 – Extensions and alterations to dwelling and annexe – Pearl Dean.  Unanimous approval.
3383.   Correspondence.

a.   WDPHMC – Thanks for grant.

b.   WDPCC – Thanks for grant.

c.   Mr Joel Blackman – Old  School House – Volunteering to build a skateboard park on the green field.

d.   NDC – North Devon Parish Forum meeting.

e.   Clerks and Councils Direct –  November edition

f.   Healthwatch Voices – Autumn Issue

3384.   Finance.


a.   Bank Statements

      (1)   West Down Parish Council   wef  31st October

£5466.03 – reconciled.
  . 


      (2)   30 Day Notice Account         wef  31st October

£5640.81.

b.   Petty Cash expenditure since last meeting - £nil.
c.   Cheques 
(1) BACS payment received from F/Flow LUMCITY2 (Solar Farm)
- £30,000.00
(2)  Cheque No 509 to Poppy Appeal – Remembrance wreath
          
- £17.00

(3)  Cheque No 510 to D Lewis (Clerk salary)



- £787.50
3385.   Any Other Business. 

a.   Purchase of Poppy Wreath.  It was agreed to purchase a wreath for laying on behalf of the Parish under S.137 of the Local Government Act 1972 as the purchase is, in the opinion of the Council, in the interests of the area or its inhabitants and benefits them in a manner commensurate with the expenditure. –  Cllr J Oades confirmed her attendance on behalf of the Council for the wreath laying ceremony.

There being no further business, the Chair closed the meeting at 10.00pm.

