
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF WEST DOWN PARISH COUNCIL 

HELD AT WEST DOWN PARISH HALL ON 1st JULY 2015

Present:  Cllr J Oades (Chairman), DCllr P Barker, Cllrs S Ayre, R Drew, C King, P Knowles, 
S Squire and J Willmott. 

The Chairman opened the meeting at 7.30pm with apologies from CCllr A Davis, DCllr M Wilkinson, PC M Kirk, PCSO P Grantham and Cllr K Oades. 
3312.   Police Report.  PCSO P Grantham sent a written report on the following:

 a.   There were no incidents to report during the last month. 
 b.   He has some ‘Think’ signs for the ‘school run’ if the school would like some.

3313.   Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting.  The Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 
 3rd June were approved and signed.
3314.   Minutes of the Last Meeting.  The Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 3rd June were approved and signed.

3315.  Matters Arising. 
a.   3299b.  Cllrs Squire and Willmott attended the meeting arranged by the Headteacher to discuss plans to improve the ‘school run’ parking.  It was planned to hold a further meeting with representatives from the Parish Council and the Parish Hall Management Committee.  Clerk to ask PCSO Grantham for some ‘Think’ signs.
b.   3301b.  There is a spare car park sign which the Chair would like to be put up on the wall by Trinity House after she has sought permission from the owner.

c.   3301c.  The drain by the old Longhouse appears to have been cleared.  

d.   3301h.   CCllr Davis confirmed the land where the Giant Hogweed is by Crackaway Barton is owned by  DCC.  The hogweed has been cut so spraying would be a waste of time at the moment, however other sites have been identified.  It was unanimously agreed that the Chair ask the contractors to spray both Giant Hogweed and Japanese Knotweed where appropriate.

e.   3301i.   Cllr Ayre attended the training course and recommended other councillors attend future courses to get updated.  She will try to get the notes from the course for circulation.

f.   3303a.   It was agreed that 2 x 35 litre metal bins be purchased for the bus shelters.  DCllr Barker has already managed to get Philip Dennis to sponsor one of the bins and will see if she can get the second bin sponsored.

g.   3311e.   CCllr Davis confirmed there is no money available from DCC for bus shelters at Trimstone Cross and advised that if the shelters were built with alternative funding then future maintenance, cleaning, insurance etc would be the responsibility of the Parish Council.  DCllr Barker agreed to speak to Mr Milton about the matter.
3316.   CCllrs Report.   CCllr Davis reported on the following:
a.   Superfast broadband is still ‘rolling out’ across Devon.
3317.   DCllrs Report.  DCllr Barker reported on the following:

a.  She has a wide ranging portfolio at NDC and is canvassing to get NDC projects financed.

b.   The Chair asked if the Parish Forum will continue.  DCllr Barker did not know but will investigate.

c.   The Chair asked about the North Devon Communities Fund, a follow on from the TAP fund, however other organisations apart from the Parish Councils may apply.
d.   Cllr Drew commented that there seems to be a county ‘north/south’ divide where the south seem to fare better, e.g. media coverage and financing.

3318.   Footpaths.  -  nil.
3319.   Code of Conduct.

a.   The Code of Conduct was reviewed and amended.  Clerk to agenda ‘Adoption of Code of Conduct’ for the next meeting.

b.   Dispensation Authority -. It was unanimously agreed to appoint the Parish Clerk with authority to grant Dispensations to Councillors. 

c.   Councillors Dispensation - Cllrs Drew, King, J Oades, K Oades and Squire requested a dispensation to enable them to discuss and vote on matters concerning West Down Village Green Field.  The Clerk granted this dispensation.
3320.   Review Standing Orders. – A template for Standing Orders has been produced online. Clerk 
 to customise the Standing Orders for adoption at the next meeting.
3321.   Planning Decisions.  The following applications have been approved by NDC:


a.   58945 – Extension to dwelling (amended plans) – 2 South View.


b.   59029 - Listed building application for internal & external works - West Stowford Barton.


c.   59301 - Prior approval application for change of use from agricultural building to one 
dwelling (class Q(A)) - Barton Rock, High View Farm.  
d.   59192 - 
Erection of industrial building -  Land at North East corner of Mullacott Cross Industrial Estate.

3322.   Planning Applications.

a.   DCC Application - Proposed extension to the Tarka Trail in 2 phases from Spreacombe Bridge to Knowle.  As an adjoining parish, unanimous no objection. 

b.   59507- Extension over garage for playroom and bedroom - Barton Lodge. Unanimous approval.

3323.   Correspondence.

a.   NHS – Invitation to attend a meeting on 8th July at Ilfracombe Community Hospital.

3324.  Finance.


a.   Bank Statements

      (1)   West Down Parish Council   wef 30th  June 
  £6023.68 – reconciled to £5836.72 

  (unpresented cheque for SW Highways. 


      (2)   30 Day Notice Account         wef 30th  June       £5639.87.

b.   Petty Cash expenditure since last meeting - £nil.

c.   Cheques  - 

(1)  Cheque No 495 to WDPHMC –  New village website. (s.137 payment)   - £400.00.
(2)  Cheque No 496 to Barnstaple Town Council – Cllr Ayre training course  - £25.00.  (Previous cheque no 493 cancelled).
(3)  Cheque No 497 to NDC – Annual car park contribution.

        - £800.00.
d.   Church Clock. –  Correspondence received from Mrs D McGahran requesting a contribution towards the refurbishment of the church clock.  The Parish Council would like to help in principle but would like to delay any payment until the PCC know how much funding is needed following other fund raising activities.

3325.   Any Other Business. 
a.   Setting up of a new village website.  It was agreed to contribute to a new village website which the WDPHMC has been overseeing.  The expenditure is on behalf of the Parish under S.137 of the Local Government Act 1972 as the expenditure is, in the opinion of the Council, in the interests of the area or its inhabitants and benefits them in a manner commensurate with the expenditure.

b.   Potholes by Bradwell Mill.  The potholes keep getting repaired but reappear quickly due to the spring water continually running over them.

c.   A pavement bollard by the school has been knocked down.   The Chair has reported this to DCC.

d.   The stone sign ‘Welcome to West Down’ has now been built by the Dean Cross bus shelter on the east side of the A361. Clerk to liaise with the clerk of Mortehoe Parish to organise payment from the TAP Fund. 
There being no further business, the Chair closed the meeting at 9.15pm.

