
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF WEST DOWN PARISH COUNCIL 

HELD AT WEST DOWN PARISH HALL ON 5th AUGUST 2015

Present:  Cllr J Oades (Chairman), CCllr A Davis, DCllr M Wilkinson, PCSO P Grantham, Cllrs
S Ayre, R Drew, K Oades, S Squire and J Willmott. 

The Chairman opened the meeting at 7.30pm with apologies from DCllr P Barker, PC M Kirk, Cllrs C King and P Knowles. 
3326.   Police Report.  PCSO P Grantham reported on the following:

a.   There was 1 incident to report during the last month; an attempted burglary at Mullacott Cross Industrial Estate. 
b.   He has some ‘Think’ signs for the ‘school run’ if the school would like some.

c.   CCllr Davis complained about tractors being driven at inappropriate speeds through the   village. PCSO Grantham agreed to monitor the situation.  


3327.   Minutes of the Last Meeting.  The Minutes of the meeting held on 1st July were approved

 and signed.
3328.  Matters Arising. 
a.   3315a.  A further meeting to discuss plans to improve the ‘school run’ parking did not happen before the school ‘broke up’ for Summer. Cllr Squire suggested the meeting should take place before school re-opens.  The Chair agreed to try to arrange something.

b.   3315c.   A red dye has been put down the old Longhouse drain in order to see if the drain has been damaged.  
c.   3315d.   The Chair distributed a site map of where Giant Hogweed and Japanese Knotweed have been sprayed.

d.   3315e.   Cllr Ayre forwarded notes from the course to the clerk, however due to a computer ‘hack’ the notes had gone.  Cllr Ayre agreed to re-send the notes for the clerk to distribute.

e.   3315f.   2 x 35 litre metal bins have been ordered.  One of the bins at one of the Foxhunters bus shelters is lying on the floor.  Cllrs Drew and K Oades agreed to investigate.
f.   3317b.  It was confirmed that the Parish Forum will continue. The Chair requested that the forum should not be scheduled for the first Wednesday of the month.
g.  3317c.  The Chair asked if it would be possible to fund spraying Giant Hogweed and Japanese Knotweed from the North Devon Communities Fund.  CCllr Davis agreed to inquire.

h.   3325c.   The bollard by the school has now been repaired.

i.   3325d.   There is still a bag of waste rubble from erecting the ‘Welcome to West Down’ sign.  Mr Williamson has requested a fork lift or something in order to dispose of it.  Clerk to get a copy of the invoice from Mr Williamson.
3329.   CCllrs Report.   CCllr Davis reported on the following:

a.   The damaged railings at Lower Twitchen farm are scheduled for repair on 5th October.  An order to repair the damaged railings on the Square has been placed.

b.   Cllr Squire asked about grass verge cutting at road junctions as the high grass impeded visibility for vehicle drivers.   CCllr Davis agreed to report the problem.

3330.   DCllrs Report.  DCllr Wilkinson reported on the following:

a,   The appeal for the 2 Foxhill Farm wind turbines has been refused.

b.   The Chair asked if the bill for election expenses was made up from all the Parishes or just West Down Parish,  DCllr Wilkinson confirmed it was just for West Down.
c.   The Chair commented that no documentation has been received regarding the refusal of the Moore Farm appeal.
d.  The car park borders have now been worked on and tidied up where possible.
DCllr P Barker sent a written report on the following:

e.   She has met with the minister for Planning and Communities in London and discussed planning issues and local neighbourhood plans.  

3331.   Footpaths. 

a.   The path by the stockade at Stocklands is very overgrown.

3332.   Code of Conduct.

a.   The Code of Conduct was agreed and adopted.
3333.   Review Standing Orders. – A template for Standing Orders has been produced online which


 the clerk has customised ready for review and adoption at the next meeting.
3334.   Annual Review of Health and Safety.   


a.   A sub-committee of Cllrs Drew and K Oades will review Parish Council property and 
report at the next meeting.


b.   Clerk to see about insuring the new stone sign at Dean Cross.

3335.   Planning Decisions.  The following application has been approved by NDC:

a.  59507- Extension over garage for playroom and bedroom - Barton Lodge.
3336.   Planning Applications.

a.   59601 - Erection of replacement storage unit/garage - The Old Railway Yard, 
Willingcott Bridge. -  Majority Refusal.  Reason:  Insufficient information on proposed use and concerns over vehicular access.
b.   59630 - Change of use of land to facilitate improvements & expansion of touring & camping park - Hidden Valley Park. -  Unanimous approval.
     (i)   Cllr Willmott declared an interest and left the room.

     (ii)   The Chair read out a letter of objection from Mr M Buck.

     (iii)   Mr  R Legg was granted public speaking rights in support of his application.


3337.   Correspondence.

a.   WDPHMC – Letter of thanks for website contribution from the Chair.

b.   WDPHMC – Letter of thanks for website contribution from the Treasurer.

c.   WDPCC – Letter of request for £500 contribution towards repair of church tower clock.

d.   Junkmail – Issue 16.

e.   Clerks and Councils Direct –  May edition

f.    Northern Devon Healthcare – Pulse – NHS Newsletter.

g.   David Hoare – Peter Heaton-Jones MP’s constituency surgery dates..

3338.  Finance.


a.   Bank Statements

      (1)   West Down Parish Council   wef 31st July

£4610.72 – reconciled.
  . 


      (2)   30 Day Notice Account         wef 31st July         
£5640.10.

b.   Petty Cash expenditure since last meeting - £nil.
c.   Church tower clock.  The Chair read out a letter from David Ravenscroft requesting the sum of £500 towards the church tower clock.  A previous request had been made during the September 2014 meeting where it was decided that the Parish Council agree to a grant in principle but to await the outcome of the Fullabrook CIC application first, (Ser 3201a refers).

Now funding has been received from the Fullabrook CIC, the request for £500 was agreed.
d.   Cheques 

(1)  Cheque No 498 to SW Highways – Car park signs


 -  £186.96


(previous cheque No.488 cancelled (lost in post) 

(2)  Cheque No 499 to WDPCC –  Church tower clock


 -  £500.00.
(3)  Cheque No 500 to NDC – Election costs


 
 -  £447.29.  
(4)  Cheque No 501 to Mr D Lewis – clerk salary


        
 -  £765.00.
(5)  Cheque No 502 to Complete Weed Control – Giant hogweed spray -  £180.00.
e.   Annual Review of  Clerk’s Salary.  The clerk left the room for this item.

It was agreed to raise the clerk’s salary by £90 p.a., making a total of £3150.00 p.a.
3339.   Any Other Business. 
a.   A tree by the picnic area at Pulland Bridge is dead and the area around the trees and stream has not been strimmed and is overgrown

b.   Fullabrook wind farm noise monitoring. A meeting was meant to have taken place in July but has been postponed until more evidence/data has been collected and analysed.

There being no further business, the Chair closed the meeting at 10.10pm.

